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AMENDING THE FEDERAL pon entiagyhs ACT AND AUTHORIZING THE 
SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE TO ACQUIRE, CONSTRUCT, OP- 
ERATE, AND MAINTAIN ‘a re AIRPORTS IN AND NEAR NaA- 
TIONAL FORESTS 


Mr. Jounson of Colorado, from the Committee on Interstate ae 


foreign Commerce, submitted the following 7 


EPORT 
(To accompa 


The Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2229) to authorize the Secretary of Agriculture 
to acquire, construct, operate, and maintain public airports in and 
near national forests, and for other purposes, having considered the 
same, report favorably thereon with amendments and recommend that 
the bill as amended do pass. 

‘The amendments approved by the committee are as follows: 

Page 1, line 6, strike out ‘in proximity to national forests’, and 
insert “in the continental United States in, or in close proximity to, 
national forests’’ 

Page 2. line 2h; after the word ‘“‘Act’’, substitute a colon for the 
period and insert the following: 

Provided, That nothing in this Act shall be held to authorize the Seeretary 
acquire any land, or interest in or over land, by purchase, condemnation, grant, 
or lease, without first obtaining the consent of the Governor of the State and the 
consent of the State aie subdivision in which such land is located. 

Page 2, line 22, strike out “Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law”, and insert “In order to carry out the purposes of this Act’ 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The bill, 5. 2229, as amended, grants authority to the Secretary of 
Agriculture to plan, acquire, establish, construct, enlarge, improve, 
maintain, equip, operate, regulate, and protect public airports in or 
in close proximity to the national forests located in the continental 
United States, when such airports are determined by him to be 
necessary to the proper performance of the functions of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. It is provided that such airports may be 
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established or improved as projects under the Federal Airport Act, 
with the Secretary of Agriculture sponsoring such projects either 
independently or jointly with other public agencies. Whether so 
established or improved, however, it is required that before any 
public airport may be acquired or constructed by the Secretary of 
Agriculture, it be included in the then current revision of the national 
airport plan forumulated by the Administrator of Civil Aeronautics 
pursuant to the Federal Airport Act, and that all such airports be 
operated and maintained in accordance with the standards, rules, 
and regulations of the Administrator. It is further provided that all 
airports “acquired or taken over’ under the terms of the proposed 
legislation ‘‘shail be operated as public airports available for public 
use on fair and reasonable terms and without unjust discrimination.”’ 

The bill also provides that no airport owned or controlled by a 
State or political subdivision shall be acquired or taken over by the 
Secretary of Agriculture without the consent of the State or politics , 
subdivision and that no land or interest in land shall be aequil red | 
the Secretary without first obtaining the consent of the Governor of 
the State and the consent of the political subdivision in which such 
land is located. 

In addition, the bill contains two amendments to the Federal 
Airport Act which are considered necessary in order to accomplish the 
purposes of the proposed legislation. One such amendment requires 
the Administrator of Civil Aeronautics in making annual revisions of 
the national airport plan to consult with and consider the views and 
recommendations of the Secretary of Agriculture with respect to the 
need for development of airports in or in close proximity to the national 
forests. ‘The other amendment in effect authorizes the submission of 
project applications by the Secretary of Agriculture for projects in 
proximity to the national forests. 

In this connection, it is pointed out that, according to the attached 
report of the Secretary of Agriculture proposing such legislation, the 
Secretary already has authority to develop, operate, and maintain 
public airports within the national forests. It is further to be noted 
that under section 9 (c) of the Federal Airport Act, the Administrator 
of Civil Aeronautics may consider project applic ations submitted by 
the Secretary of Agriculture for such projects but not for projects out 
side the national forests. 

It is also pointed out that projects for the development of publi 
airports outside the national forests are now eligible under the Federal 
Airport Act if sponsored by non-Federal agencies such as political sub- 
divisions. For this reason, it is apparent that the bill, S. 2229, will 
not expand the Federal Airport Act to include airport development 
that was not originally contemplated by the act but will merely permit 
sponsorship of such projects by a Federal agency acting either inde- 
pendently or jointly with non-Federal agencies and thus help to effee- 
tuate the Federal-aid airport program. 

The bill S. 2229 is intended to grant to the Secretary of Agriculture 
and the Administrator of Civil Aeronautics substantially the same 
authority with respect to public airports in or in close proximity to 
the national forests which was granted by Public Law 463 of the 
Eighty-first Congress to the Secretary of the Interior with respect to 
public airports in or in close proximity to national parks, monuments, 
recreation areas. As amended by the committee, the bill is identical 
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to Public Law 463 in most respects. The only material differences 
are that the bill (1) refers throughout to the Secretary of Agriculture 
and the national forests rather than to the Secre tary of Interior and 
national parks, monuments, and recreation areas, (2) amends the 
provisions of the Federal Airport Act previously amended by Public 
Law 463, and (3) omits any provision such as that of section 2 of 
Public Law 463, placing a limitation on the amount authorized to be 
appropriated to carry out its purposes. 

In the latter connection, the committee is of the opinion that it 
would be unwise to prescribe a definite limitation on the amount of 
appropriations, it being understood that the Departments of Agri- 
culture and Commerce have not as yet attempted to formulate plans 
for public airports to be owned and operated by the Department of 
Agriculture outside the national forests and therefore cannot estimate 
the development costs with any degree of accuracy. In addition, the 
committee is mindful that, even in the absence of such a limitation, 
the Congress will have full control over the amount of expenditures of 
the Department of Agriculture for public airports, through the budget 
and appropriation process 


VIEWS OF EXECUTIVE AGENCIES 


The bill, S. 2229, was first recommended by the Secretary of Agri- 
culture in a letter to the President of the Senate dated Se pte mber 28, 
1951, and is substantially similar to a draft of a bill submitted with 
that letter. In addition, the Acting Secretary of Commerce has 
advised the committee by letter dated March 28, 1952, that the bill 
is favored by the Department of Commerce. These two letters are 
set forth in the appendix. 

In addition, there are set forth in the appendix letters concerning 
this bill from: (1) the Assistant Secretary of the Interior, dated April 
7, 1952; (2) the Deputy Attorney General, dated March 21, 1952 


) 


(3) the Chairman of the Civil Aeronautics Board, dated March 17, 
1952; (4) the Comptroller oe dated November 1, 1951: and (5 
the Secretary of Labor, dated December 29, 1951. It will be noted 
that none of the agencies so reporting has taken a position either in 
favor of the bill or in opposition to it. However, it is also to be noted 
that the Department of Justice sees no objection to the enactment of 
the bill, that the Civil Aeronautics Board endorses the provision of 
the bill which requires that all public airports acquired or constructed 
by the Department of Agriculture be included in the current revision 
of the national airport plan, that the Comptroller General calls atten- 
tion to the several respects in which the bill as submitted differs from 
Public Law 463, and that the Labor Department recommends two 
additional amendments to the bill. 

The committee has acted to eliminate most of the differences 
between the bill and Public Law 463 pointed out by the Comptroller 
General, all three committee amendments to the bill being designed 
to conform it to the provisions of Public Law 463 in certain respects. 
However, the committee has not approved the amendments recom- 
mended by the Secretary of Labor. 

The two amendments recommended by the Secretary of Labor would 
include in the bill provisions similar to those of the Davis-Bacon Act, 
requiring that the Department of Agriculture’s contracts for the 
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development of public airports contain provisions providing for pay- 
ment of prevailing wage rates as predetermined by the Secretary of 
Labor, together with provisions similar to those of Reorganization 
Plan No. 14, which would require that the prevailing wage require- 
ments be administered in accordance with standards, regulations, and 
procedures to be prescribed by the Secretary of Labor. While the 
committee is in accord with the objectives sought to be accomplished 
by the Secretary of Labor, the amendments proposed by him are 
not necessary to those ends. ‘To the extent that construction under 
the proposed legislation will be accomplished by the Department of 
Agriculture without participation in the Federal-aid airport program, 
the construction contracts of the Department of Agriculture will be 
subject to the requirements of the Davis-Bacon Act, and by virtue 
of Reorganization Plan No. 14 of 1950 (5 U.S. C. 132) the Department 
of Agriculture will be subject to the regulations of the Secretary of 
Labor in applying that act to such construction. ‘To the extent that 
the construction will be performed under the Federal-aid airport 
program, the contracts of the Department of Agriculture will be 
subject either to the minimum wage provisions of the Federal Airport 
Act or to the requirements of the Davis-Bacon Act, and, whichever 
is the case, the regulations of the Secretary of Labor will apply by 
virtue of Reorganization Plan No. 14. 


COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS 


As previously indicated the three amendments to the bill, 5. 2229, 
which have been approved by the committee, are designed to conform 
the bill to Public Law 463 of the Eighty-first Congress. 

The first of these amendments has two principal purposes: 

To limit the authority granted by the bill to the Secretary 
of Agriculture to national forests within the continental United 
States; and 

(2) to make all the requirements of the bill applicable to public 
airports established by the Department of Agriculture within 
the national forests as well as to those established in close prox- 
imity to sich forests. 

The committee has not been apprised of any need for the develop- 
ment of public airports by the Department of Agriculture either 
within or outside the national forests located outside the continental 
United States and, therefore, sees no reason why the authority of the 
Secretary of Agriculture with respect to public airports should not be 
limited to the continental United States like that of the Secretary 
of the Interior. As for the second purpose of the amendments, the 
committee considers it advisable that the authority of the Secretary 
of Agriculture with respect to public airports outside the national 
forests be no greater than his authority with respect to public airports 
within the national forests. 

It is to be noted in the latter connection that the report of the 
Secretary of Agriculture on S. 2229 contains the statement that the 
Department of Agriculture already has legislative authority to 
establish, develop, operate, and maintain public airports within the 
national forests. Even though this may be the case, the committee 
notes that the Comptroller General in his report on the bill states 
that the Secretary of Agriculture apparently would not be authorized 
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to establish airports within the national forests, and the committee, 
therefore, considers it desirable that the existence of this authority 
be made cleat 

In further support of this amendment, it is to be noted that the 
bill, as amended, will not in any way affect any antenits which the 
Department of Agriculture may have to construct and operate in the 
national forests, either in the continental United States or outside, 
airports needed and used solely for Forest Service purposes as dis- 
tinguished from public airports. 

The second amendment approved by the committee adds a proviso 
requiring the Secretary of Agriculture, as a condition precedent to 
acquisition of any land for public airport purposes, to obtain the con- 
sent of the Governor of the State in which the land is located together 
with the consent of the political subdivision in which the land is 
located. This requirement is considered desirable in order to isure 
proper consideration of State and local views in determining the loca- 
tion of public airports to he established by the Department of Agricul- 
ture and no reason is seen why the Departments of Agriculture and 
Interior should be treated differently in this respect 

The third committee amendment was approved solely in order to 
clarify section 3 of the bill and is therefore merely a matter of legisla- 
tive draftsmanship 


CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with subsection (4) of rule XXLX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law made by the bill, as 
reported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted 
is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, existing 
law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman 


FEDERAL AIRPORT ACT 


NATIONAL AIRPORT PLAN 


St 3 
CONSULTATION WITH INTERIOI {ND AGRICULTUI DEPARTMENTS 
(ec) In making annual revisions of the national airport plan pursuant to ‘ 
provisions of this Act, the Administrator of Civil Aeronauties shall consult with 
and consider the views and recommendations of the [Secretary of the Interior) 
heads of the Departments concer? = with respect to the need for development of 


airports in, or in close) oman to, national parks, national monumet! ts, [and} 


tional recreation [[.}, or nationa 


SURMISSION AND APPROVAL OF PROJECTS 


Set 9 
APPLICATIONS BY FEDERAI L\GENCIES 
(c) Nothing in this Aet shall authorize the submission of a projeet applicati 
by the United States or any agency thereof, except in the case of a project in the 


Territory of Alaska, the Territory of Hawaii, Puerto Rico, the Vir in Islands, or 
in, or in [close} proximity to, a national park, national recreation area, [or] 
national monument, or [in a) national forest 








oo 
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APPENDIX 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
Washington 2) <.. September 28, 1951 
The honorable the PresipENT OF THE SENATE, 
United States Senate. 

Dear Mr, Presipent: Enclosed herewith, for the consideration of the Con- 
gress, is a suggested draft of a bill that would authorize the Secretary of Agri- 
culture to acquire, construct, operate, and maintain public airports in proximity 
to national forests 

Air transportation is indispensable in cennection with the protection and man- 
agement of national-forest lands, particularly for fire detection and control. 

Existing law already authorizes such expenditures within the national forests. 
But the chances for construction of landing strips within national-forest land are 
too limited because of the rugged nature of the terrain. As a general rule, they 
can be more economically developed near the forests, often where counties or 
towns are interested in cooperating in the development and operations of airports 
The suggested bill would authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to expend appro- 
priations for the maintenance, constructicn, or improvement ef landing fields near, 
as well as within, a national forest 

Additional information regarding such landing fields may be found, if needed, 
in the testimony of Mr. Jobn Sieker, of the Forest Service, in connection with the 
hearings on H. R. 4587 (p. 67 of Federal Airport Act amendmen.s, hearings before 
a subcommittee of the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, House of 
Representatives, Slst Cong., Ist sess., June 9 and 10, 1949) 

The Department of the Interior and the Civil Aeronautics Administration favor 
extending the proposed authorization to the Department of Agriculture, as brought 
out in the testimony of their representatives on pages 70 and 72, respectively, of 
the above-mentioned hearings. 

\ similar letter is being sent to the Speaker of the House. 

The Bureau of the Budget advised that there would be no objection to the 
submission of the draft bill to the Congress for its consideration 

Sincerely 
CuHarRves F. BRANNAN, Secretary. 


THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE, 
Washington 25. Var *h 28, 1952 
Hon. Epwin C. JoHNnson, 
Chairman, Committee on Interstate and Foreiqn Commerce, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. CuarrMman: This letter is in further reply to your request dated October 


ize the Secretary of Agriculture to acquire, construct, operate, and maintain 
public airports in certain areas, and for other purposes. 

This bill would authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to establish, operate, 
and maintain publie airports in close proximity to national forests, when such 
airports are determined by him to be necessary for the proper protection and 
administration of the national forests. It provides further than no such airport 
should be established unless it is included in the current revision of the national 
airport plan formulated by the Administrator of Civil Aeronauties pursuant to 
the Federal Airport Act, and that the operation and maintenance of any such 
airport should be in accordance with standards, rules, and regulations of the 
Administrator. In addition, the bill would grant, subject to certain limitations, 
specific authority necessary to carry out the general power granted, and it is 
expressly provided that the Secretary of Agriculture may sponsor such projects 
under the Federal Airport Act, either independently or jointly with non-Federal 
publie agencies. 

The Secretary of Agriculture requires ground facilities for aircraft emploved in 
the protection and administration of the national forests. At several locations, 
existing public airports are inadequate; they are either too distant from the 
forest involved or too small to accommodate the equipment employed. Under 
present limitations on his authority, the only means available to the Secretary 
of Agriculture to correct this situation is to build an airport within the national 
forest adequate for his purposes. This is not always the most desirable course 
to pursue. Topography and potential other local uses might make the choice of 
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& site outside the forest more desirable; an existing small local publie airport 
might be expanded at much less expense than would be required to build the 
facilities from scratch; a site outside the national forest might better serve the 
national interest as defined in the Federal Airport Act. Extension of the authority 
of the Secretary of Agriculture to permit his development of airports in proximity 
to, but outside, the national forests as provided in 8. 2229 would, therefore, be 
most desirable. The provision authorizing joint sponsorship of airport projects 
with other public agencies will permit the Secretary of Agriculture to contribute 
to the expansion of existing public facilities; the requirement that projects 
undertaken be listed on the current national airport plan assures conformity with 
the broad general publie need for an integrated national! system of public airports; 
the provision requiring operation of the airports in accordance with the standards, 
rules, or regulations prescribed by the Administrator of Civil Aeronautics insures 
that the airports will meet and maintain proper safety standards; since the airports 
will be built under the general program established under the Federal Airport Act, 
they will be available for use by the general public on fair and reasonable terms 
without unjust discrimination. 

It appears that this bill would provide authority needed by the Secretary of 
Agriculture for more efficient protection and administration of the national 
forests, and that adequate safeguards are contained in the bill to ensure proper 
exercise of that authority in the public interest. The Department of Commerce, 
consequently, favors enactment of 5. 2229. 

We are advised by the Bureau of the Budget that it would interpose no objection 
to the submission of this report. If we can be of further assistance to you in this 
matter, please call on us 

Sincerely yours, 








rHomas W. 8S. Davis, 
Acting Secretary of Commerce 


DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Wa 3h ington, De cember CY, ] 5 I 
Hon. Epwin C. JoHNson, 
Chairman, Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Dear SENATOR JOHNSON: This is with further reference to vour letter requesting 
my comments on S. 2229, a bill to authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to 
acquire, construct, operate, and maintain public airports in certain areas, and for 
other purposes. 

Under certain conditions, 8S. 2229 would authorize the Secretary of Agriculture 
to acquire, construct, operate, and Maintain publie airports near the national 
forests when he determines that such airports are necessary for the proper pro- 
tection and administration of the national forests. The conditions are that the 
airports must be included in the national airport plan of the Administrator of 
Civil Aeronauties, that the operation and maintenance of such airports must be 
in accordance with the standards, rules, and regulations of the Administrator of 
Civil Aeronautics, and that no airport owned or controlled by a State or a political 
subdivision thereof shall be acquired without the consent of the State or the 
political subdivision. 

While I do not desire to comment with respect to the objectives of 8. 2229, I 
should like to point out that there is nothing in this bill or in the national-airport 
plan which reflects the existing general legislative policy requiring predetermina- 
tion and payment of prevailing wage rates with respect to contracts covering 
federally financed and assisted construction. Therefore, I recommend that the 
bill be modified to provide for the predetermination of wage rates by the Secretary 
of Labor under provisions generally similar to the Davis-Bacon Act, as amended 
in 1935. 

Further, I believe that the subject bill should include a provision which would 
authorize the Secretary of Labor to prescribe appropriate standards, regulations, 
and procedures concerning working conditions on construction contracts made 
under the authority of this act, and to cause such investigations to be made with 
respect to compliance and enforcement of the labor standards requirements as he 
deems desirable. Such a provision would be in accord with the policy established 
by Reorganization Plan No. 14, May 24, 1950 (5 U.S. C. A. 133 (z)). A simitar 
provision is contained in section 310 (e) of the Defense Housing and Community 
Facilities and Services Act of 1951. 
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_The Bureau of the Budget advises that it has no objection to the submission 
of this report. 
Yours very truly, 
Maurice J. Tostn, 
Secretary of Labor 


COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washingtor 5. D. ci. Vovember 1, 1951 
Hon. Epwin C. JOHNSON, 
Chairman, Commitiee on Intersiale and Foreign Commerce, 
Uniled States Senate 

My Dear Mr. CnHairman: Further reference is made to your letter of October 
10, 1951, acknowledged by telephone October 15, requesting any comments I may 
care to offer concerning S. 2229, Eighty-second Congress, entitled ‘‘A bill to 
authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to acquire, construct, operate, and maintain 
public airports in certain areas, and for other purposes.”’ 

The provisions of the proposed legislation give the Secretary of Agriculture 
certain authority with respect to airports in proximity to national forests similar 
to the authority of the Seeretarv of the Interior under the provisions of the act 
of March 18, 1950, Public Law 463, Eighty-first Congress, authorizing the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to acquire, construct, operate, and maintain publie airports, 
in or in close proximity to national parks, monuments, and recreation areas within 
the continental limits of the United States. The primary deviations of 8S. 2229 
from the provisions of Public Law 463 will be hereinafter noted. 

Section 1 of S. 2229 authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to establish, operate, 
and maintain airports in proximity to national forests without specific reference 
to the continental limits of the United States. The words “in proximity to’’ are 
used therein in lieu of the words “in, or in close proximity to’? used in Publie 
Law 463. It thus appears that the Secretary of Agriculture would be authorized 
to establish an airport only in proximity to national forests and not within the 
national forests. The intended effect of the omission of the word ‘close’ from 
the phrase “in close proximity to”’ is not known, While the last proviso to section 
of S. 2229 provides that no airport owned or controlled by a State or a political 
subdivision thereof shall be acquired or taken over without the consent of such 
State or political subdivision, the first proviso to section 2 of Publie Law 463 not 
only contains the substance of that restriction but also requires the Secretary of 
the Interior to secure State and local consent before acquiring or establishing an 
airport on privately owned land 

Section 2 of 8S. 2229 authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to acquire the 
necessary lands and to contract for the construction, improvement, operation, 
and maintenance of the airports and to enter into such other agreements as may 
be necessary to carry out the purposes of the bill. While the bill contains no 
monetary limit on the authorization granted therein the last proviso to section 2, 
Public Law 463, provides that the authorization therein granted shall not exceed 
$2,000,000. 

Section 3 of S. 2229 authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to sponsor such 
projects under the Federal Airport Act either independently or jointly with other 
public agencies. The phrase ‘‘notwithstanding any other provisions of law’’ is 
used in this section as contrasted to the phrase ‘‘In order to carry out the purposes 
of this act’’ used in section 3 of Public Law 463. 

Section 4 of 8. 2229 requires the airports so acquired or taken over to be oper- 
ated as public airports available for public use on fair and reasonable terms. 

Section 5 provides that the terms “‘airport,” ‘‘project,’’ “‘project costs,”’ ‘public 
agency,” and “sponsor” shall have the respective meanings prescribed in the 
Federal Airport Act. 

Section 6 amends section 9 (c) of the Federal Airport Act, as amended, by 
omitting the italicized words in the phrases ‘‘or in close proximity to’? and “or 
in a national forest.’’ The omission of the words ‘‘in a’’ from the latter phrase 
apparently is intended to authorize the submission of an application for a project 
in proximity to, as well as within, a national forest. However, if it is intended 
to authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to establish airports within the national 
forests, it would appear that such authority should also be contained in section 1 
of the bill. 

Section 7 amends section 3 of the Federal Airport Act, as added by section 7 of 
Public Law 463, by substituting the words “heads of the Departments concerned”’ 
for the words ‘‘Secretary of the Interior’ thereby requiring the Administrator of 











AMEND THE FEDERAL AIRPORT ACT 9 


Civil Aeronautics, in making annual revisions of the national airport plan, to 
consult with the heads of the Departments concerned which would include both 
the Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture. 

This Office has no information as to the need or desirability of the proposed 
legislation and, therefore, I have no recommendation to make with respect to the 
enactment of S. 2229. 

Sincerely yours, 
Linpsay C. WARREN, 
Comptroller General of the United States. 


Civil AERONAUTICS BOARD, 
hington, March 17, 196 
Hon. Epwin C. JOHNSON 

Chairn an, Committee or I) terstate and Fore ian Commerce 


United States Senat 2 Washinaton, dD. ( 


DEAR SENATOR JOHNSON: 
in which vou requested a report on 8S. 2229, a bill to authorize the Secretary of 
Agriculture to acquire, construct, operate, and maintain public airports in certain 
areas, and for other purposes 

The Board notes with approval that under the bill no 
or constructed unless it included in the current 1 
plan. This provision would give the Board an opport 
known as to the location of any airport since under 





is is in re ply to vour letter of October 10, 1951, 


Joard must be consulted and its views considered 
extent feasible. hus, the needs of air transport 
gether with the needs of the Forest Service, ar 

ordinated so as to give the maximum utility to a 





aspect, however, the Board has no comment to offer 
tration of the national airport program is under \ 
nautics. 
The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there would be no objection to the 
submission of this report 
sincer ours 


Hon. Epwin C. JouNSON 
Char man, Comm«uttee or Inte sfate and Fore } (‘on 


United States Senate, Washington, D. ( 


My Dear Senaror: This is in response to vour request for the views of the 
Dy partment « f Justice concerning the bill (S. 2229 t e the secreta Ot 
Agriculture to acquire, construct, and maintain ] airports in certain areas 


and for other purposes 





The bill would authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to plan, acquire, establis 
construct, enlares improve, maintain, equip operate, regulate I t 
airports in proximity to national forests when such airports are determined 
to be necessary for proper protection and administration of the national S 
The Secre tary of Aoric ulture also would be author ed to sponsor projects ul ler 
the Federal Airport Act, either independently or jointly with other publie agencies 
Airports acquired under the bill would be operated as public airports 

The exercise of the general authority of the Secretary of Agriculture under the 
bill would be limited to the extent that no airport shall be acquired or constructed 





unless such airport be included in a current revision of the national airport plan for 
mulated by the Adm i operation and 
maintenance of such airports shall be in accordance: idards, rules, or 


regulations prescribed by the Administrator of ¢ 





airport owned or controlled by a State or a political 
acquired or taken over without the consent of such § 
acq 1 a l 

he bill would amend certair provisions of the ed 


to the extent required to integrate its provisions wi 


Act 
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The Department of Justice finds no objection to the enactment of this bill. 
The Director of the Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection 
to the submission of this report. 
Sincerely, 
A. Devirr VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington 25, D. C., April 7, 1952 
Hon. Epwin C. JOHNSON, 
Chairman, Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 
United States Senate, Washington 25, D. C. 


My Dear SENATOR JOHNSON: Reference is made to your request for my 
comments with respect to S. 2229, a bill to authorize the Secretary of Agriculture 
to acquire, construct, operate, and maintain public airports in certain areas, and 
for other purposes. 

The bill does not appear to relate to any matter within the jurisdiction of this 
Department or to affect any matter upon which the Department would be in a 
position to give helpful information or advice. Accordingly, this Department 
has no comment to offer with respect to the merit of the purpose or provisions of 
the bill. 

I greatly appreciate your bringing this matter to my attention, and I welcome 
the opportunity to submit recommendations on any measure where the activities 
of the Department may possibly be involved, or where its experience may pos- 
sibly be of value. 

Sincerely yours, 
Vernon D. Norturop, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 


O 





